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January 17, 2016          Epiphany 2 - Exodus 7, John 2 and Ephesians 3 

 

There’s a really neat story in 1 Kings 13 where God tells a prophet to prophesy against King Jeroboam 

and the worship of the north.  The king stretched out his hand and said, “Seize him!”  But the moment 

he stretched out his hand it shriveled up and was stuck in place.  The miraculous show of power put the 

king in his place in a hurry.   

 

Some of you might wish that God would use the same sort of tactics on some of our leaders to grab 

their attention and get them to listen and repent.  You wonder,  

 

What would happen if . . .  

 

I. God turned water into blood 

 

Pharaoh was not going to listen, plain and simple.  “Let my people go” was not enough for him.  So 

God sent Moses to perform actions against Pharaoh.  The first of the plagues was when God had Aaron 

strike the waters of the Nile and turn it to blood.  Pharaoh must have had a daily routine of walking 

along the river in devotion to the gods.  The Egyptians were known to worship the different gods of 

nature, and the Nile would have been one of those gods.  Now the true God was going to put death in 

their waters of life.  The waters that had been blessing them and giving them life would now curse 

them and bring death to their fish.  Blood would be everywhere.  God was going to prove His power 

over their gods.  It was a strong call to repentance, so that Pharaoh would know that God was serious 

about letting His people go.   

 

Pharaoh wasn’t convinced so easily.  He called together his magicians who were some able to do the 

same thing through their magic arts.   This was the second time they were able to match wonders, as 

they had been able to have their staffs turn into snakes as well.   Since they were able to do this too,  

Moses writes, “Instead, he turned and went into his palace, and did not take even this to heart.”  

He thought it as no big deal.  He gave God the “whatever” sign and stuck his hand in God’s face 

saying, “Talk to the hand.”  It would take more than that to let the Israelites go.   

 

This so reminds me of what we have happening in today’s society.  I think of how the intricacies of 

DNA were discovered and how full of life our planet is.  In spite of how this shows the impossibility of 

chance, it doesn’t matter.  In spite of the impossibility of evolution, they still cling to it with blind 

determination.  As Pharaoh sought similar signs that would water down Moses’ miracle, they are 

doubling down their search for earth-like planets in other constellations and water on Mars in hopes of 

making our existence on planet Earth as “ordinary.” This is all a way of ignoring the extraordinary 

signs of God in creation. 

 

Think also about God’s judgments that He places on the earth through nature.  Think of the 

earthquakes and the famines.  Jesus predicted these things would happen in an increasing severity as 
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the end grows near.  With the more recent tsunamis and hurricanes we look at these things and say to 

ourselves, “The end is growing nearer.  I need to be ready for Jesus to come.”  Yet the message we hear 

on TV is that we need to stop driving cars and polluting in order to save the planet.  The very concept 

of God “bringing a disaster” on our land is mocked and attacked.  They say, “If your God really exists 

and He is the one causing these things to happen or even ALLOWING them to happen then HE should 

repent for not doing something to stop it.  He should repent, not us.”  These are worse than the 

reactions of Pharaoh who simply walks back in his palace and says, “Whatever” to God.   

 

Jesus message to any disaster was to “repent.”  When a tower in Siloam fell over and killed 18 people, 

Jesus didn’t say that it was because those 18 people were worse sinners than others.  The tower fell 

because it was old.  Yet that didn’t mean that same thing couldn’t happen to anyone else.  So they too 

should repent.  Prepare to meet your God at any time.  If the truth were to be told we don’t pay enough 

attention to these signs of God in nature.  We don’t think about this as often as we should.  Your end 

could be today.   

 

Let’s get back to the question.  What would happen if God caused a visible and powerful sign of 

judgment on a land like turning water to blood?  It doesn't mean people will come crawling to Him.  

Pharaoh certainly didn’t.   

 

II.  God turned water into wine 

 

But what about when God does the opposite?  Will people listen then?  Paul wrote in Romans chapter 2 

that “God’s kindness leads you to repentance.”  You think of how sometimes a child will grow up 

with God’s Word and fall away.  Yet years later when he is given a job and a spouse and a child, he 

finally thinks on all his blessings and says to himself, “God has been so good to me.  I need to come 

back.”  Sometimes God works that way.   

 

In the Gospel lesson Jesus turned water into wine instead of water into blood.  Instead of bringing 

death, he brought a sort of life and flavor to the party that had run out of wine.  He gave the best type of 

wine to the party.   

 

Did that serve to convert anyone?  At the wedding banquet the wine taster had no clue that what He 

was drinking was a miraculously made wine.  He enjoyed the taste of it and praised it as the best of 

wines, yet he had no clue that it was divinely made.  He was oblivious to the fact.  And I wonder how 

many people at the wedding ended up knowing that it was a divinely made wine?  There is no mention 

of the whole wedding party turning to Christ for answers or believing in Him as the Messiah.  All it 

says is that “his disciples put their faith in him.”  

 

That too is often the case.  We are the richest and most blessed nation to ever exist.  We love to enjoy 

the finest of drink and restaurants and we have some of the finest medical advances ever.  We have 

sung songs like God Bless America.  We added in the Pledge of Allegiance that we are one nation 
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under God.  Yet as time has progressed we can see more and more people who have chosen to ignore 

the God who has given them such sweet gifts and even deny Him.  In the midst of all of these medical 

blessings and material blessings, never before in our history has worship attendance dropped as 

dramatically as it has than now in American churches.   

 

The people at the wedding party were perhaps never told where the wine came from.  We have been 

told, and yet more and more we are giving absolutely no acknowledgment at all as to where it comes 

from.  No prayers are being said at the dinner tables by members of our own church.  No voices are 

being raised at worship for even one hour a week.  We have gotten drunk on on God’s gifts with no 

thanks at all to the one who provided it for us in the first place.  We are more accountable than the 

wedding and we are more guilty than they, especially those of us who know better.   

 

What would happen if God turned water into wine?  The people respond no better.  

 

III.  God used blood and wine to give us life 

 

But what would happen if God did something completely different?  What if He Himself would 

become flesh and blood?  What if He Himself would shed His own blood?  God turned water into 

blood to curse the Egyptians and set his people free.  His Son took on flesh and blood to endure the 

curse to set us free on the cross.  Instead of putting fish to death, God’s Son was put to death.  Instead 

of breaking Pharaoh’s will through the death of his son, God satisfied His heavenly wrath by punishing 

Jesus for the sins of the world.  The Israelites were set free from a hard slavery and death under 

Pharaoh.  We were set free from an eternal slavery to Satan and death in hell.   

 

In Jesus’ first miracle on earth He turned water into wine to bless a marriage with joy and fellowship.  

In the Lord’s Supper He uses wine to give us His blood.  He does it to give us a different type of joy, 

the joy of forgiveness as he  points our eyes to the joy of heaven.  With a taste of this heavenly banquet 

we eagerly await the eternal feast that we will have with Jesus in heaven; where we will drink of a 

perfectly tasty wine that will never get us drunk and will always taste good.   

 

The bad things that happen to us in this world through the plagues of death and sin, they are supposed 

to wake us up to make us realize that life doesn’t last forever.  This world is not supposed to be the end.  

They are made to move us to look for the God who created this world and will end this world.  The 

good things that happen to us and through us are made to soften our hearts and realize that this God is 

not as mean and bad as we thought.  He is actually loving and kind.  We should want to find Him.   

 

The only place we can truly find Him is in the Word where He flat out told us who we are as sinners in 

need of a Savior and who He is; the God who took on flesh and blood to die for us on a cross.  In His 

Word He told us that He gives us His own body and blood, hidden under bread and wine in the 

sacrament for the forgiveness of sins.   
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What would happen if God did this?  He has done it.  We see what has happened.  We see people 

ignore this God took.  We see people reject this God.  Yet we also see people drawn to this God.  We 

see people coming to hear more of this God.  We see thirsty people craving for eternity in the midst of 

death and thanking God for His temporal blessings in a cursed world.  We hear them singing praises to 

Him and wanting to know Him better.  We see this (people sitting in church), people drawn to the light 

of Christ in a world of darkness.   This is exactly what Paul wanted of the Ephesians and of us, as he 

wrote to the Ephesians that we are “to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 

Christ.”   Amen.  

 

 

 

 


